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RESEARCH AWARDS 2011-2012

For the 2011/2012 funding year, ICRF is supporting 69 grants at a total of $2,480,000. This is broken
down as follows:
1 Distinguished Chair

9 Research Professorships

1 Clinical Research Career Development Award
17 Research Career Development Awards
33 Project Grants

8 Fellowships

With the 2011/2012 grants, ICRF’s funding has now reached 1,863 grants totaling $43,115,000.

Among the areas of cancer research directly sponsored by ICRF in 2011/2012 are: studies in bone, brain,
breast, colorectal, gastrointestinal, liver, lung, kidney, ovarian, pancreatic, prostate, and uterine cancers;
anticancer drug mechanisms, multi-drug resistance, and targeted therapy; leukemia, lymphoma, blood
cells, and tumor blood vessel growth (angiogenesis); bone marrow transplantation; expression,
regulation, and mutation of genes; growth factors, growth control, and tumor metastasis; viruses,
immunotherapy, and vaccine development; protein interactions; oncogenes and tumor suppressor
genes, such as p53; and programmed cell death (apoptosis).
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AWARD

AWARDEE

INSTITUTION

PROJECT TITLE

PROFESSORSHIPS

Yinon Ben-Neriah, M.D., Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Dissecting the Role of the Casein Kinase |
Family in Gut Physiology and Cancer

Yehudit Bergman, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Genetic and Epigenetic Mechanisms Involved
in Oct-3/4-Induced Malignant Transformation

Howard Cedar, M.D., Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Regulation of Gene Expression in Animal
Cells

Aaron Ciechanover, M.D., D.Sc.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Ubiquitin-Mediated Generation of NF-«B:
Mechanisms and Involvement in
Carcinogenesis

Alberto Gabizon, M.D., Ph.D.

Shaare Zedek Medical Center

Development of Targeted Liposome
Formulations of Anti-Cancer Agents

Avram Hershko, M.D., Ph.D.
(Distinguished Chair)

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Roles of the Ubiquitin System in the Control of
Cell Division and in Cancer

Ofer Mandelboim, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Learning from Viruses: MicroRNAs Controlling
Tumor Cell Attack by NK Cells

Yosef Shiloh, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

New Branches in the ATM-Mediated DNA
Damage Response

Israel Vlodavsky, Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Targeting Heparanase, One Molecule with
Multiple Functions in Human Cancer
Progression

Yosef Yarden, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

Control Circuits of Growth Factor Signaling:
Relevance to Cancer Progression and
Therapy

CLINICAL
RESEARCH CAREER
DEVELOPMENT
AWARD

Keren Levanon, M.D., Ph.D.

Chaim Sheba Medical Center

Genetic Events Underlying Serous Ovarian
Carcinogenesis
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AWARD AWARDEE INSTITUTION PROJECT TITLE
BARBARA S. Ziv Gil, M.D., Ph.D. Tel-Aviv Sourasky Medical Role of Nerve Growth Factors in Neuropathic
GOODMAN Center Pain and Invasion of Pancreatic Cancer

ENDOWED RCDA
FOR PANCREATIC
CANCER

RESEARCH
CAREER
DEVELOPMENT
AWARDS

(RCDAs)

Rami Ageilan, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Molecular and Cellular Function of Tumor
Suppressor Wwox in Osteosarcoma

Eli Arama, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

A Novel Ubiquitin Pathway for the Regulation
of Caspase Activation/Apoptosis in Drosophila

Nabieh Ayoub, Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Regulation of the Demethylase Activity of
Kdm4 Family

Shay Ben-Aroya, Ph.D.

Bar-llan University

Isolation of Proteins Involved in DNA Repair,
via their Proteasome Mediated Degradation

Galia Blum, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Detection and Targeted Therapy of Cancer
using Photodynamic Quenched Activity Based
Probes

Neta Erez, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

Characterizing the Role of the Micro-
environment in Facilitating Breast Cancer
Metastasis

Zvi Fridlender, M.D.

Hadassah Medical
Organization

Characterization and Polarization of Tumor
Associated Neutrophils in Thoracic
Malignancies

Yaqub Hanna, M.D., Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

Uncovering the Role of Oncogenic Pathways
in the Induction and Maintenance of
Pluripotency

Adi Inbal, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

The Role of Lmo2 in Angiogenesis
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AWARD

AWARDEE

INSTITUTION

PROJECT TITLE

RCDAs
(continued)

Rotem Karni, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Characterization of hnRNP A2/B1 as Breast
Cancer Metastasis Inducer

Carmit Levy, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

Exploring miRNA Role in Melanomagenesis
towards miR-Based Therapeutic Approaches

Gal Markel, M.D., Ph.D.

Chaim Sheba Medical Center

Endogenous Cellular Regulation Mechanisms
of CEACAML1 Expression in Melanoma

Ariel Munitz, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

The Role of Paired Immunoglobulin-Like
Receptor B (PIR-B) in Colorectal Cancer

Ronit Satchi-Fainaro, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

Targeted Anticancer-Antiangiogenic Polymer
Therapeutics to Dormant-Aggressive Tumor
Pairs

Oren Schuldiner, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

The Role of the Tumor Suppressor Gene
UVRAG in Developmental Neuronal
Remodeling

Yaron Shav-Tal, Ph.D.

Bar-llan University

Cyclin D1 Proto-Oncogene Promoter Control:
A Kinetic Analysis of Gene Activity Using In
Vivo Imaging

POSTDOCTORAL
FELLOWSHIPS

Inbal Avraham-Davidi, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

Elucidating the Role of Angptl3 in Early Tumor
Lymphangiogenesis

Osnat Bartok, Ph.D.

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Is the Onco-miR Bantam the Link between the
Cell Cycle and the Circadian Clock?

Regina Golan-Gerstl, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Characterization of hnRNP A2/B1 as a Proto-
Oncogene in Brain Cancer

Liat Goldberg, Ph.D.

Chaim Sheba Medical Center

ERG Targets in Acute Megakaryoblastic
Leukemia - from Function to Therapeutics
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AWARD

AWARDEE

INSTITUTION

PROJECT TITLE

POSTDOCTORAL
FELLOWSHIPS

(continued)

Guy Malkinson, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

Analysis of Novel Lymphangiogenesis
Regulators in Zebrafish for Targeting of Tumor
Growth

Zaidoun Salah, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

WWOX Signaling in Breast Carcinogenesis

Seth Salpeter, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Investigating Cysteine Cathepsin Activity in
Metastatic Cancer using Activity Based
Probes

Keren Yacobi-Sharon, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

A Novel Noncanonical Cell Death Pathway in
Drosophila

PROJECT
GRANTS

Osnat Ashur-Fabian, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

Antagonizing Thyroid Hormones-avb3
Interaction: A Novel Therapeutic Approach in
Myeloma

Gil Ast, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

When Epigenetics Meets Splicing

Haim Azhari, D.Sc.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Contrast-Material Induced Nonlinearity
Through-Transmission Ultrasonic Breast
Imaging

Michal Baniyash, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

SNX9-TCR Crosstalk under Normal and
Chronic Inflammatory Conditions: Implication
in Cancer

Ittai Ben-Porath, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

EZH2 as a Regulator of the Stem/Progenitor-
Like Identity of Basal-Like Breast Cancers

Avri Ben-Ze'ev, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

The Role of Ezrin in L1-Mediated Colon
Cancer Metastasis

Limor Broday, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

Effects of SUMO Protease on Developmental
Pathways with Oncogenic Potential
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AWARD AWARDEE INSTITUTION PROJECT TITLE
PROJECT Benjamin Dekel, M.D., Ph.D. Chaim Sheba Medical Center |Deciphering the Role of WNT Signaling in
GRANTS Novel Wilms' Tumor Stem Cells

(continued)

Rivka Dikstein, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

Mechanistic Basis of Cancer-Associated
Persistent NF-kappaB Activity

Amir Eden, Ph.D.

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

The Molecular Basis of Snf5 Mediated
Tumorigenesis — A Key Role for IGFR-AKT
Signaling

David Engelberg, Ph.D.

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Revealing the Role of the p38 MAPK in Cell
Death Induced by Chemotherapy

Abraham Fainsod, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Integration of Signaling Networks in the
Regulation of Stem Cell Self-Renewal

Michael Friedman, Ph.D.

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Development & Pharmacokinetic Study of
Local Sirolimus Systems for Oral Cancer
Prevention

Gideon Gross, Ph.D.

MIGAL-Galilee Technology
Center

A Combined Genetic Approach for Improving
Adoptive T Cell Therapy of Cancer

Yoav Henis, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

Interactions and Endocytosis of Growth-
Inhibitory Receptors

Shai lzraeli, M.D.

Chaim Sheba Medical Center

Modeling CRLF2 and JAK2 Signaling in
Leukemia Initiation

Nathan Karin, Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

The Role of CCR5 Ligands in Cancer of the
Prostate

Jeremy Kark, M.D., Ph.D.

Hadassah Medical
Organization

Adolescent Precursors of Adult Cancer in
Israel - A National Resource
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AWARD AWARDEE INSTITUTION PROJECT TITLE
PROJECT Shulamit Katzav-Shapira, Ph.D. |Hebrew University/Hadassah |Vavl: A Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Protein —
GRANTS Medical School Good for the Hematopoietic System, Bad for

(continued)

Cancer

Martin Kupiec, Ph.D.

Tel-Aviv University

Telomere Length Control and Genome
Stability

Anna Mattout, Ph.D.

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Chromatin in Somatic Cell Reprogramming
into Induced Pluripotent Stem Cells

Eran Meshorer, Ph.D.

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

The Role of Chromatin Remodeling Factors in
Embryonic and Cancer Stem Cells

Oded Meyuhas, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

The Role of Ribosomal Protein S6
Phosphorylation in Tumorigenesis

Ami Navon, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

Engineering a Novel Class of Proteasome
Inhibitors for Treatment of Multiple Myeloma

Gera Neufeld, Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Characterization of the Mechanisms by Which
RAMP3 Mediates LoxI2 Induced Tumor
Progression

Amir Orian, M.D., Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Targeting the SUMO Pathway/RNF4 in
Myeloma

Ophry Pines, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

Fumarate Hydratase: The Relationship
between Primary Metabolism, DNA Damage,
and Cancer

Shoshana Ravid, Ph.D.

Hebrew University/Hadassah
Medical School

The Tumor Suppressor Lgl, A Regulator of
Cell Polarity

Yoram Reiter, Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

A Systems Approach for Studying and
Manipulating the Reactivity of Immune Cells
to Cancer
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AWARD AWARDEE INSTITUTION PROJECT TITLE
PROJECT Rony Seger, Ph.D. Weizmann Institute of Development of Phosphomimetic Mutants
GRANTS Science of PEDF as Potent Anti-Angiogenic,

(continued)

Anti-Cancer Drugs

Yuval Shaked, Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Role of Microparticles Mediating Rebound
Tumor Angiogenesis Following Chemotherapy

Yosef Shaul, Ph.D.

Weizmann Institute of
Science

Yap and Taz, and the Switch from Pro- to
Anti-Cancer Activity

Tomer Shlomi, Ph.D.

Technion, Israel Institute of
Technology

Targeting Cancer via a Top-Down
Computational Study of its Metabolism
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